
Illness doesn’t stop Chino High student from learning 

Weak from his more than two-year battle with cancer, Chino High student Adolpho Bernal was 
determined to come to a school board meeting recently to thank his teacher, a board member, and the 
superintendent of schools for their visits and for remembering that though he is ill, he still wants to 
learn. 

“Even though I physically cannot come to school, school comes to me,” Adolpho, 17, told Home and 
Hospital program teacher Gayla Mead, school board member James Na, and Superintendent Wayne M. 
Joseph at the June 25 meeting. 

He praised the three for never “neglecting him as a student and seeing him as a human.” 

“They made a tremendous impact on my life,” he said. 

His teacher begged to disagree. “Adolpho’s got it wrong,” Mead said. “He’s impacted my life much more 
than I’ve impacted his. This young man is unbelievable. I can’t say enough about him. He has touched 
my life in a way I will never forget.” 

Adolpho has an “intrinsic motivation to learn,” Ms. Mead said. She described him as very bright, positive 
and having a strong belief in God. After learning that he would no longer receive treatment for cancer, 
Adolpho told his teacher that he could finally speak to the Christian Club at Chino High. In the past, his 
treatments had fallen on the same day that the club met. “He’s always trying to uplift others,” Mead 
said, describing how Adolpho offered words of encouragement for her 20-year-old daughter who was 
recently diagnosed with a heart condition. 

The teacher tutored Adolpho at his Ontario home twice a week. She told board member Na that he 
needed to meet the young man. Both Na and Superintendent Joseph visited Adolpho several times to 
provide support and encouragement, Mead said. 

During most of those visits, Adolpho was watching the History channel during his spare time, Na said.  

“There is nothing we can teach Adolpho about education or life,” the school board member said, 
commending the young man for his thirst for learning and his positive attitude. 

Superintendent Joseph also had strong praise for Adolpho. “Clearly, he’s a walking ‘profile in courage,’ ” 
the superintendent said. “His strength, resilience, and indomitability are really an inspiration to all of 
us.”  

Before Adolpho became ill, he had been active in the Southland Young Marines, and had played football 
for Chino High in his freshman year. 

In early 2013, Adolpho was diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare pediatric cancer that resulted in 
a large tumor in his sinus area and carotid artery. He went into clinical remission a couple of times 
following chemotherapy and radiation treatment, but recently was told by his doctors that they had 
exhausted treatments for him. 

“We were all very upset, of course,” his mother Roxane Bernal said of her family. “But (Adolpho) sat us 
down in the living room and said ‘no matter what happens, God is still on the throne.’ “ 



The Bernal family, which also includes father Tony, sisters Marissa and April, and brother Tony, has been 
involved with the Let It Be Foundation of Chino Hills which assists families of children who are seriously 
ill. In May, Adolpho was a speaker at the group’s 5K Walk fundraiser. 

Mrs. Bernal said her son has had many days recently where he cannot get out of bed, but she said the 
family continues to rely on their faith to get them through the rough times. 


